[ A Mirja Leivuori, Riitta Koivikko and Katarina Bjorklof

S’ Finnish Environment Institute SYKE, Laboratory Centre, teSt
T P.O. Box 140, FI-00251 Helsinki, Finland
S Y K E E-mail: mirja.leivuori@environment fi SYKE

Open access of the proficiency test

reports — useful or not?
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Proftest SYKE and its predecessors have been publishing the reports of the
proficiency tests (PT) in different public report series of the Finnish Environment
Institute (SYKE) and its preceding organizations since early 1990s. Nowadays the
reports are available via both the Digital Repository of the University of Helsinki "

(HELDA, helda.helsinki.fi) and the Proftest SYKE homepage (www.syke.fi/proftest/en). Search Results
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» The open access of the PT reports is highly supported as the reports are evidently used much wider than only by the
participants, indicating the high impact of the information.

» The download information is noticed to be useful both for long term monitoring of the impact of the report as well as for
short term impact monitoring when e.g. novel PTs are provided.

» The open access of PT reports:

« Enables quick overview of the participants’ performances on the tested analytical field Proftest SYKE is & proficency testprovider PTOL accredted by

« Validation of specific participant performance by downstream users. This, evidently, only after the participation code FINAS Finnish Accreditation Service according to ISO/IEC 17043

(www.finas.fi/sites/en). The accreditation is included in the

has been requested from the participant_ Multilateral Agreement for accreditation (EA MLA) of the
European co-operation for Accreditation (EA).
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